[Emerging pathogens in lower respiratory tract infections].
Pneumonia is one of the most important causes of death in industrialized countries where it is the infection with the overall highest mortality rate. In contrast to bacteremia, in which the cause of infection is readily established, the determination of the cause of acute pneumonia remains problematic. About half the patients requiring admission to the hospital do not have the cause of pneumonia diagnosed. The emergence of newer pathogens and the recognition of new presentations of older pathogens, however, have made it apparent that it will always be necessary to pursue aggressively an etiologic diagnosis in patients with pneumonia. This article briefly reviews some of new pathogens of lower respiratory tract infections that have become very important in the last years for their capability to determine severe clinical patterns, for their high frequency in some high-risk patient groups and for difficult diagnosis or treatment. Moreover we present new facets of the "old pathogens" of community-acquired pneumonia. Particularly we underline major changes occurred in the antibiotic-susceptibility of Streptococcus pneumoniae and Haemophilus influenzae.